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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 March 26, 2002  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Whitehead, Kasson, Balkema and Kramer.  Absent: 
None. Also in attendance: Anne Ward, Ann & Don Elzinga, Nancy Bolhuis, Larry A. Bolhuis, Don 
Kramer, Wally & Ann Beaver, Vicky Schug, Deloris Crittenden, Kim DeHaan, John DeHaan, Gary Allen, 
Jerome Kohel, Linda Walters, LuAnne Upson, Garry Henson and Phyllis Rose. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Kasson/Whitehead to adopt the agenda with the addition of 11g. Dust control   CARRIED  
Kasson/Whitehead moved to approve the February 26, 2002 regular meeting minutes with two corrections: 
the addition of Geraldine Osterhouse to the list of those in attendance and Kasson/Whitehead as the order 
of the motion to reject the request for the proposed detachment from the township and annexation to the 
City of Galesburg of the acreage that is the site of the  new high school. CARRIED Whitehead/Balkema 
moved to approve the March 7, 2002 special meeting minutes as presented.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
6. No Assessor report 
7. No Zoning Administrator’s report.   
8. No Fire Report 
 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Nancy Bolhuis thanked the Board of Review for their handling of her complaint regarding her property taxes.  
She also questioned the Treasurer as to why her second house had not been on the tax rolls.  Jim explained that 
it probably happened when the tax rolls were computerized.  Linda Walters had a number of questions 
concerning the Public Safety Fund budget and the extent of the research on fire department purchases in the 
County.  John DeHaan asked why the Board only supported buying fire equipment with cash.  LuAnne Upson 
asked if the Board would vote on the issue of a ladder truck for the Fire Department.  Don Kramer expressed 
his support for the efforts of the Township Board in general and Supervisor Fran Bell in particular given the 
negative comments that had been expressed in the newspaper opinion columns lately.  Garry Henson had a 
question about the amount of interest the City of Galesburg and the Township would pay on the purchase of a 
ladder truck. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
At 7:30 p.m. Kasson/Balkema moved to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing to hear public 
comment on the proposed 2002/2003 budgets.  CARRIED 
 
The Board answered citizen questions on budget items. 
 
Balkema/Kasson moved at 7:38 p.m. to close the public hearing and return to the regular meeting.  CARRIED 
(See attachments.) 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
 
a. Fran asked the Board to review the proposed lease agreement with Air Link.  Balkema/Whitehead           
   moved to table action on the Air Link lease agreement until the April 23, 2002 meeting.  CARRIED 
b. After a review of the price quotes for a 10 foot high, 9 gauge chain link fence for the pump station and water 
     tower, Whitehead/Kasson moved to accept the Justice Fence quote in the amount of $6460.00.  CARRIED  
  Fran indicated that he expected the fencing would be covered by grant monies. 
c. After some discussion, Whitehead, with support by Kasson, moved to authorize the attorney to proceed with 
   Phase II of the Ordinance Review/Update Project which was begun last year.  CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. Whitehead/Kramer moved to contract with BFI for the Spring Trash Drop Off scheduled for Saturday, 

April 27, 2002 from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. CARRIED  Whitehead/Kasson moved to include a $10 per family 
charge for those who participate.  CARRIED   

b. Whitehead/Balkema moved to reappoint Nelson Hiestand to the position of fence viewer for a three 
year term that expires March 31, 2005. CARRIED  Kasson/Balkema moved to reappoint Life ems as 
the Township “911” emergency medical provider (ambulance service) for April 1, 2002 through 
March 31, 2003.  CARRIED  Whitehead/Balkema moved to reappoint all contract services providers.  
CARRIED Kasson/Whitehead moved to adopt the Board meeting schedule with one change (the 
December meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 18, 2002 due to the Christmas holiday) and 
the Planning Commission schedule.  CARRIED 

 
 

Contract Services for 2002/2003 

 

1.    Lawn Care     Ben Holtz – B&C Lawn Care 
 
2.    Cemetery Sexton    Ben Holtz – B&C Lawn Care 
 
3.    Attorney     Bauckham, Sparks, Rolfe, Lohrstorfer & Thall, P.C. 
 
4.    Accountant     Siegfried, Crandall, Vos & Lewis 
 
c. Whitehead/Balkema moved to have Martin’s Tree & Stump Removal perform all the necessary work 

required in removing dead trees and limbs from Toad Hollow Cemetery per their estimate and in 
cooperation with Ben Holtz, Sexton and Lawn & Grounds Keeper.  CARRIED  

d. Fran requested that the Board review the fee schedule to see if any adjustments needed to be made, 
particularly in the subdivision fees.  Kasson/Balkema moved to table action on any revisions to the fee 
schedule until the April 23, 2002 meeting.  CARRIED 

e. Kramer/Kasson moved to adopt a resolution for Consent to Change of Control in the merger of AT&T 
Broadband (the current cable franchisee) and Comcast Corporation to be known as AT&T Comcast 
Corporation.  CARRIED 

f. Upon the recommendation of Tom Wheat of Prein & Newhof, Whitehead/Balkema moved to approve 
the changeout of two meters at the water tower in the amount of $1,100.00 in order to be consistent 
with all other meters for monitoring purposes in case of system problems.  CARRIED 

g. Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve the contract with and authorize the Supervisor and the Clerk to 
sign the necessary papers for the Kalamazoo County Road Commission to apply a 38% solution of 
calcium chloride brine to all the gravel roads with the exception of the .12 of a mile of East L Avenue 
west of 46th Street, the .25 of a mile of South 48th Street south of East MN or the gravel portion of 
South 36th Street at a cost of $0.439 per gallon for interrupted application at the rate of 1,350 gallons 
per mile to approximately 200 to 300 feet of road in front of each home and at intersections.  
CARRIED 
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 COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran submitted several communications including a recycling update, a wellhead protection meeting notice, the 
cancellation of application for the transfer of ownership of the Singrey liquor license, the tabling of action on 
the township’s request that the City of Galesburg expand the water franchise area, and a letter from our auditor, 
Siegfried, Crandall, Vos & Lewis expressing confidence in the U. S. economy, disdain for accountants who 
don’t adhere to the rules (Enron, Arthur Andersen), and affirmation that our books are in order. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts: $289,670.84, disbursements: $248,728.82, transfers from savings to general fund: 
($26,645.10), General fund balance: $115,347.54, Beginning balance was $101,050.62, Received since 
February Board meeting $102,871.03. Balkema/Kasson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for March as 
received.  CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Jim Whitehead reported that the October 26, 2001 storm damage refund had been approved.  The Fire 
Department received $2300 as our share of the state disaster relief fund.  Reporting for the Planning 
Commission, Chuck Kasson discussed PUDs, cluster housing, and joint planning discussions with 
neighboring municipalities.  Fran reported that several members of the Board, the ZBA and the Planning 
Commission toured the Target facilities on March 23, 2002, and indicated that the City of Galesburg 
would soon have a newspaper. 
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
 
Kasson/Whitehead moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Balkema/ Whitehead moved to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


